The level of diagnostic accuracy (86.2%) determined from this study approaches the figure of over 90% which Clark11 has suggested should be achieved, and far exceeds figures for DA determined for previously published series of small numbers of patients with proven malignant melanoma (Table 6 ). This high level of clinical diagnostic accuracy must be considered against the background of the specific surgical policy in force during the review period. It seems likely that, conscious of the large size of defect they will create, surgeons may be particuarly critical in their clinical assessment of skin lesions which may be potential melanomata. 
